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( 5 *3 J- )
s An Accempt (ome

l>Profe de Signori Academici di Bologna , in 167J
in 40.

^ T ^ H is  is a Complex of 17. Difcourfes, at feveral times 
JL made by feveral perfons of the Illuftrious Academy 

of Bolognâpubli(h*d under the Prefideutfhip of the Noble
Count Valerio Though thefe diflertations be all in­
genious and learned,each in their kind j yet we (hall here 
chiefly take notice o f the laft of them fas moftfutableto 
the delign o f thefe Tra6ts, )  compofed by the Excellent 
Signor Montanan, concerning the admirable Changes and
other Novelties obferv’d in the Heavens. Touching which 
finbjed: the Author fcruplesnot to affirm againft the fond 
Maintaihers of the Immutability and Incorruptibility of the 
Celeftial Bodies, that there is notone Conftellation, which 
ferveth not for anlnftanceof wonderfulNovelties and fre­
quent Changes, either by the Acceffion o f 2Vew Stars not 
difcover’d before, or by the Extinction of fome of thofe 
that had been obferv’d formerly, or by increafe o f 
Light in fome, or the diminution of it ia others. In the pro. 
ving of this Aflertion he is very particular • yet fo that he 
referrs the Reader to a large Treatife, he is now preparing 
under the Title of the INSTABILITIES of the FIRMA* 
MENT £ not doubting but that he (hall make it out to the 
Aflertors of the Incorruptibility of thefe Vifible Heavens,
that even in the Stars anciently defcribed there are obferv’d 
fuch Changes, as would be fufficient to make -
felf, if alive, change his opinion in this point.

Amongft the many particulars, in which this Author in- 
ftanceth to make good his Affirmation, fuch as are the Con- 
ftellations o f Andromeda, Per feus, , Draco, and almoft 
all the Northern ones, he noteth, that, having of late years 
found a confiderable diverfity in the , and the nu­
merous Stars there-about, from them as they were defer:* 
bed byGalilei^hQ hath taken the pains of deferibing them as 
new by a Telefcope of 20 palmes,('that is, about 13  ̂ fo6r,) 
and exhibited them in this very Trafr. Nor
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( I**6 ) ,
Nor does he doubt, but thefe Changes in the Fixt Stars 

have been frequent in other times; unregarded therefore 
becaufe it feem'd to men too abfurd,that fiich glorious part^ 
of Nature, as the Heavens and Stars are, ihould alfo be .■ 
fubjetft to fuch viciffitudes and alterations; as if them ani.' 
fold Wifdom and Power of the Great Creator and Supream 

i Governor of theXJniverfedid not as well fhine forth from 
the one, as the other. ■ ■

Ifit be objected,that the Appearance and Disappearance 
of thofe Stars may be afcribed to their Elongation from, 
and Proximity to our Eyes: He anfwers, p p  That of all 
the Celeftial Motions there being obferv’d none but what 
areCireular or at leaft approaching toCircular.ifwe fhould 
think fo of the Fixt Stars that appear anew, then the Plane 
o f that Circle being over the Planeof our Eye, the Upper 
part of that Circle muft needs be remoter from the Lower 
part,for Stars of the fecond Magnitude, more than fix times 
at leaft; that is to fay, that the Star in difappearing to our 
Eye muft be removed at leaft fix times farther off than when 
it appeared brighteft: In which cafe we muft needs fee that 
.Star move in an apparent ftraightline, or in an Arch of a 
great Circle of above 19 degrees ; which is moft con< 
trary to all Obfervation, by which it is notorious,that none 
of them do recede from their apparent firft Secondly, 
That not only imhe lately mention'd Hypothep of the Cir. 
cle, but alfo fuppofing the Motion o f fuch stars through a 
ftraight line paffing dire&iy over our Eye, the faid di« 
fiances of thofe Stars, fix times multiplyed by us, would 
not be fefficient to f al ve the Phenomenon of being feen for a 
determinate time, and then to difappear |  but it would be 
requifite to fuppofe in a manner an infinite profundity of- 
the Stellar Sphere: an Exorbitancy not to be admitted^ 
where no other reafon utgeth to do it than thefalving of 
fuch Appearances, All which he largely explaineth in his dif. 
courfe; concluding it with a Confideration, which imports, 
that, finee Aftronomers do now generally agree, that the
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< 5**7
Fixe Stars are, like the Sun, enobled withtheirown native 
Light, he fees no inconvenience in it to affirm, that they 

"muftalfo be fubjeCt to the incurfions of fqch Spots,as the 
•Sunis, which frequently augmenting about them do ob- 
fcurejimpairjOrquite abfconq theirLight,& thatfometimes 
for a long,fometime$ for a fhort time,& by turns,according 
as the matter,of which they are made up, gathers together 
in great or final! quantity. And therefore if fuch bodies up* 
on a fudden meet about any Star, which for many age$,be- 
ing free from fuch darkning matter,did mine very bright to 
us, what wonder,it (hould be obfcured,or vanifli altogether? 
Again, if any Star, which before Had alwares about it fuch 
a quantity of Spots, as that for a long time it was counted to 
be (for example) of the fourth Magnitude,do unexpected­
ly unvail its face, it will then (hide forth and challenge pofli. 
bty the place of a Star of the fecond or firft Magnitude r  
Again, if any Star,having been for many ages confin’d to 
a dark prifon among thele Spotf^do break Prifon and (how 
its formerly reftrainM Lights what wonder, if there appear 
to us a New and never before feeu Star ? Arid if by a new 
colledion of Spots it return to its former imprifonment 5 
what wonder, if we lofe again the Splendor or ft > Laftly,if 
one only part o f the body of any Star lets out its internal 
fuftre, ana have a periodical motion about its own Center; 
you 1 fee it,no lefs than that of Bullialdus's in the , ap. 
pear at certain determinate times, untill a new mafs of cob 
leCted Spots, or a new Opening of the fame do oecafion an 
unexpeded alteration*

Thefe our Author propofes as ToJJible Caufes of fuch Ef* 
fe&s 5 remitting thofe, that require Indubitable ones, to that
of LucanPharfal. 1. 1.

Quart te quos apitatMundi labor; at rrnbi femper 
Tuyqnacnnque Moves Caufa 

t>t Super ivoluere9 late— — 
So much of this Exercitation. which weconfider asmoffc 

proper for our purpofe. As for the others, we fhall but
name
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( $I1S )
pjujg fome of them, vitfo O fs^  forts o f  E^ucftnsn Games 
and Exercifes; ofallforts of Baths,, and the various Enter­
tainments therein, of the feveral Setfts of Philofophers,and 
the Genuin Method of Philofophifing, here efteerp’d to be 
the Experimental way ; of the Phyfical Caulesof the repu- 
ted Sympathies and Antipathies o f things 5 ofMufical In­
tervals, and of Mufick in general 5 o f Moral Philofophy,£Sf.
II. Relation de divers Voyages Curieux, IV tartie. A  Paris> 

1 6 7 2 . infoU
/ - r - 'H is  Fourth part of the Curious Voyages of the wor- 

I  thy M.Thevenot is as yet but begun, there being on­
ly printed of it and tranfmitted to us two Difcourfes, the 
one containing a Pourtraiture of the Indians by D. Juan de 
Palafox Bilhop de la Puebla de lot Angelos i the other being a 
Relation o f the Voyages of N . N.into the River della Plata 
and from thence over Land into Perou.

Concerning the former, the faid Bilhop having in N em  
Spain for feveral years exercifed the Charge of Vifitor and 

Vice-Roy as well as Bilhop,and thereby acquired a perfedfc 
knowledg of the evils,which thofe Indians were made to fuf- 
fer, he prefented this difeourfe to Philip IV. King of Spain, 
to acquaint him with the Innocence of thofe people, the ill
treatment they lay under, and the remedies that might be 
adminift.red for it. , . „

In deferibing their nature and manners,he affirms, that 
there can hardly be any people more humble, more gentle 
and left intereffed 5 that never are idle,but alwaies employ­
ed by the Strangers fet over themj'that know no Envy; that
are very chaft except when overtaken with drink, which
they are the more fubjed to , becaufe they eat but little. 
Though they arc good oatured and fccniingly inooccnt^yct, 
faith he, they want no wit; of which he alledgeth many Ex» 
amples: Among others praifeth the fagacity, by which one 
o f thofe Indian) convinced a Spaniard to have ftollen his 
Horfe. For.when that Indian faw that the Judge,what pains 

’ foever
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< 5 1 2 9
{oever he took in examining the accufed party, could find 
no proof'of the Theft, he threw his cloak over the ftolne 
Horles head, asking the Theif, of what Eye the Horfe was 
blind f  The thief, being pulled, and yet unwilling to appear 
mute, aulwer’d at random, of the right Eye. Whereupon the 
Indian,uncovering the Horles head,fakb’Tis plain,theHorfe 
isnoneof thine, For thou know eftnot, that he is neither 
blind of the right nor of the left Eye*

Befides, he taketh notice, that there are good Mufitians 
amongft them,that manage their voyce well 5 that play on 
all forts of Inftruments, and found a Trumpet very well 5 
that have Mulick-books in their Chappels, and Matters of 
Mufick in all the Parochial Churches.

Further, he tells us,that they are very dextrous in cutting 
and polilhing Pretious-ftones, of which alfo and their virs 
tues they are faid by him to be very skilful> as they alfo are 
o f the virtues of Plants, whence they draw good and ve* 
ry fuccesful remedies againft many difeafes and infirmities.

Again,he commends both their dexterity and courage,iu 
that they caft themfelves ftark naked into the water,and get­
ting upon the back of a Crocodile, take the opportunity, 
when the Bead opens his throat,to put a ftick oi half an Eli 
long betwixt his teeth, and fo draw him with a cord^ tyed 
to the ftick, a (hore^c.

The other DUcourle is made by one Ac arete 
having failed A. 1657* from Cadto in the Sou­
thern America^about the Mouth of the River dela. ?lata% 
was fent from thence over Land into , which is above 
2p30 Leagues 5 in which Voyage he made many not con­
temptible Obfervations. He ftay‘d lome time where
he faw the Silver-and* Gold-Mines,and aflifting at the mag­
nificent lolennity celebrated for the Birth of the Prince of 
Spain.ht was anEye^witnefSjthat the Streets,where the Pro- 
ceffion pafs’d,were paved all along with barres of Silver.

He deferibes very exadfcly the Countries of , he
pafs’d through 5 noting the Scituation of the places, the Â

nimal
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nimaU and Plants to be found there, the Temperature of 
the Air, the Manners of the Inhabitants,their number,tbeir 
wealth, and the commodities they trade in.

He obferves, that about the Upper part of the river 
fugais.towards Parana and the Province of there

are rich Gold-mines, difcover'd by of which the
Gold is much finer than that of ♦ .

In the fame Province grows an Herb call d Herb of - 
amis*ordinarily given to the Mine-men afflided by the Sul­
phureous and other damps of the Mines, who are recover’d 
by drinking the deco&ion thereof, which makes themvo- 
mirup with great eafe whatever troubles their ffomack*^ 

In the way from Buenos*ayres to , about S. Jagp
Eftr°) as he met with Tigers very fierce, fo he found the Ly< 
ons very gentle. About the fame place he found thole Aoo 
mals call'd Quanacos âs big mHorfes, with long necks,lit­
tle heads, and Ihort tayls; having in their ftomack the Bf-
%>ar-R.one. f  »

Speaking of the Ojlricbes abounding in that Country, he 
relateth a remarkable thing, which he faith he hath feen, 
vM  T hat, when that Bird is hatching her Eggs, and 
they are ready to hatch,Che breaks four of them and car­
ries them to the four corners of the place (lie is hatchiug 
in: which Eggs thus broken coming to corrupt,there is in a 
little time bred out of them a great quantity of worms , 
with which the young ones, when hatched, are fed untill 
they are ab!^ to go andfeek for their food eifewhere,

Errata ir* this Trad.
P. 5108. I 2, r. March for Febr? p. ytff| l - 7* r.

L ONDON,  i  s
Printed for John Martyn, Printer to the Royal So titty > 
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