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V. Defcription of a from Baft 
Indies; in a Letter to [ames Weft, 
Lf(jr\ P ref dent of the Royal Society 5 front 
Mr. George Edwards, F. R. S.

S I R,

Read Jan. X7>TN  Auguft laft, a friend of mine car- 
JL ried me with him to Valentine Houfe, 

near Ilford in JEffex, the feat of Charles Raymond, 
Efq; to fee fome curious birds and other animals,* 
horn the EafV Indies j amongft thefe, I diicovered a 
rare bird, not before known to me *.■ It is of a 
new genus, and the only fpecies of the genus 
hitherto come to my knowledge. I t  is about the 
bignefs of a heron [fee T ab. II.] r  and has a 
good deal of the appearance of birds of the heron 
and crane kind, except that the neck is a little 
Ihorter. On f ir t light, I thought the bird belonged 
to that genus; but, on a clofer view, I judged it to 
be no wader in the water, for though the legs be as 
long or longer than in herons, &c. yet they are fea­
thered down to the knees, which we do not find in 
birds who wade in fhallow' waters, to feek their

spsrssis
' " “ f Cfb?J)rlnjed V Amfterdam,i769, in 410, with a coloured 
cut of the M  bird. It feems to feed equally on flefli and fife ; 
wh ch accounts for h.s uniting the charters of birds of prey 
and ©f waders m water. M*M, v

' food.
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food. The toes in this bird are alfo much foorter than 
they are in herons, fo that I think it mud be placed 
amongd land birds. The bill is exadlly like thofe 
of hawks, and other birds of prey, which is the 
only in (lance I have difcovered in any of the long 
legged kind of birds; the talons or claws are fmall 
and unfit for a bird of prey, and the eyes are of 
a dark colour placed in fpaces covered with a bare 
fkin of an orange colour, on each fide of the head. 
It hath a beautiful'creft compofed of many long 
painted feathers tipped with black hanging back­
ward. The beak, head, neck, back, bread, and 
upper covert feathers of the-wings are of a blueidi 
afh colour, rather lighter on the bread than on the 
back. The belly, thighs, the greater wing-feathers, 
and tail, are black, the tail feathers being tipped 
with white; the legs and feet are of a reddifh flefh 
colour, the claws black. This bird was called a 
fnake-eater, by thofe who brought it from India. I 
believe it may prey on fmall ferpents, lizards, and 
other fmall reptiles. Another bird was brought with 
this, fuppofed to be the male of this fpecies, which 
died foon after it was landed Mr. Raymond’s fer- 
vant told me that it was fomething larger, and the 
cred longer, the'head black, but that in other re- 
fpedis the two birds agreed.

I am, S I R ,

Your mod humble fervant,

College of Phyficlans, t-, j  *
January, 177t. G C O , XLC lW ardS.
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