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LXXXIII. E x ir a S  o f a Letter from  Chari- 
ton Wollafton, 7k/. . R. S. Wil­
liam Heberden, M . D . F. R . . dated 
Bury St. Edmund’s, April 13, 1762, re­
lating to the Cafe o f Mortification o f Limbs 

in a Family at Watti£ham in Suffolk,.

Read April 22, J O H N  Downing, a poor labouring.*• J man, who lives at Wattifham, a 
fmall village about fixteen miles from Bury, in Ja ­
nuary laft had a wife and fix children; the eldeft, a 
girl, about fifteen years of age, the youngeft about four 
months. They were alfo at that time very healthy, 
as the man himfelf, and his neighbours, affured me.

On Sunday, the io th .o f  January, the eldeft girl 
complained, in the morning, of a pain in her left leg; 
particularly, in the calf of the. leg. Towards evening, 
the pain grew exceedingly violent. T he fame even­
ing, another girl, about ten years old, complained of 
the fame violent pain in the leg. On the Monday, 
the mother and another child, and on the Tuefday, 
all the reft of the family, except the father, were af­
fected in the fame manner. The pain was exceed­
ingly violent; infomuch, that the whole neighbour­
hood was alarmed with the loudnefs of their fihrieks. 
T he left leg of moft of them was only affeded ; but 
in fome, both legs. T he little child was taken from 
its mother’s breaft, as foon as £he was taken ill, and 
lived a few weeks. T he nurle told me, it feemed to . 
be in violent pain, and that its legs were black before 
death.

I was >
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I was exadt in my enquiries about each particular 

perfon. By what I could learn from them, in about 
four, five, or fix days, the difeafed leg began to grow 
lefs painful, and to turn black gradually; appearing, 
at firft, covered with fpots, as if it had been broiled. 
The other leg began to be affedted, at that time, with 
the fame excruciating pain, and, in a few days, that 
alfo began to mortify. In a very little time, both legs 
were perfectly fphacelated. The mortified parts fe- 
parated, without affiftance, from the found parts, and 
the furgeon had, in moll of the cafes, no other 
trouble, than to cut through the bone, with little or 
no pain to the patient. The feparation was, in moft 
of them, about two inches below the knee f  in fome, 
rather lower j and to one child, the feet feparated at 
the ancle, without any affiftance from the furgeon. 
In fome, the feparation was not quite fo perfect. The 
eldeft girl has had one leg taken off, and the other is 
perfectly fphacelated; but the furgeon has not thought 
proper to cut it off yet, as the thigh is much fwelled, 
and there is a large abfeefs under the ham. The 
mother has the right foot off at the ancle 5 the other 
leg is a mere bone, quite black, and exceedingly fetid, 
with fome little remains of putrid, almoft dry flefh, 
in fome parts. One child only has one leg faved, 
with the toft of two toes of that leg. Three of the 
children have loft both legs, and the other child both 
feet. This is the prefent ftate of their legs 5 viz.

Mary the Mother, aetat. 40. The right foot off at 
the ancle: the left leg mortified, a mere bone j but 
not off.

Maryfaetat. 15. One leg off below the knee: the 
$ther perfe&ly fphacelated * but not yet off

Elizabeth,
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Elizabeth, setat. 13. Both legs off below the knees*
Sarah, setat. 10. One foot off at the ankle.

Robert, aetat. 8. Both legs off below the knees.
Edward, setat. 4, Both feet off at the ankles. ,

An infant, four months old, dead.
T he father was attacked about a fortnight after the ■ 

reft of the family, and in a (lighter degree, the pain 
being confined to two fingers of his right hand, which 
turned blackifh, and were withered for fome times, 
but are now better, and he has, in fome degree, re­
covered the ufe of. them.

It is remarkable, that, during all the time of this 
calamity, the whole family are faid to have appeared 
in other refpe.ds well. They eat heartily, and flept 
well, when the pain began to abate. W hen I law 
them, they ail feemed free from fever, except the 
girl, who has an abfcefs in her thigh. T he mother 
looks emaciated, and has very little ufe of her hands. 
T he reft of the family feemed well. One poor boy, 
in particular, looked as healthy and florid as poflible, 
and was fitting on the bed, quite jolly, drumming 
with his flum ps., •

I made what enquiry I could into the manner of 
their life* and food, before this misfortune befel 
them ; but I cannot difcover any thing, to which I 
can,.in the leaft, attribute this very furprizing attack. 
They lived, as the country people here do,, on dried * 
peas, pickled pork, bread and cheefe, milk andfmall-- 
beer., The man was a day-labourer, and the woman < 
and children fpun, and, by their induftry and fobriety, 
maintained themfelves very well. There is no reafon \ 
to apprehend, that thefe poor people had fuffered, 
feing expofed to feyere cold, as the beginning o f

' January
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January was remarkably mild. It is not very uncom­
mon for one limb to be loft by a fphacelus, attended 
with the fame fymptoms, as in thefe cafes; but it is 
very extraordinary, that a diforder of this kind fhould 
run through a whole family, with fuch amazing 
violence and rapidity.

A nurfe, who has lived with them from the be­
ginning of their illnefs, has not been affected. She 
did not live in the houfe with them before; but ufed 
to be with them frequently.

LXXXIV. E xtraB  of a Letter from  the
Reverend James Bones, 
o f Wattiflham, nearStowmarket in Suf­
folk, to George Baker, M , . S.
relating to the Cafe o f o f
Limbs in a Family t.

Read May 6, r“|'"̂ HE following hiftory of the fufter- 
I76z* ings of a poor family, in my parifti

of Wattifham, is as circumftatially exad as I can give 
it you.

On Sunday, January io , Mary, daughter of John 
and Mary Downing, fixteen years old, felt a violent 
pain in her left-leg, which, in an hour or two, af- 
fedted likewife her foot, and particularly her toes. 
On the next day, her toes were much fwoien, and 
black fpots appeared on them. By degrees, the whole 
foot became fwoien, and black. The pain, which 
was now chiefly in her toes, was, as ftie fays, as if
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