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T H E

P R E F A C E .
E Philofophical Tranfa<5tions, (

lifhed by that indefatigable diligent
I  ned Correspondencey Mr. Oldenburgh, the firfl who 

attempted any thing o f this Nature) having been E f ­
ficiently known to the C u r i o u s ,and always acceptable to the 

ned , when due care has been1 taken in the choice o f  the *
cm fo recommended to the inquifitive and intelligent Reader 
long Preface mufl appear wholly u 

H o w e v e r , i t  may not be amifs to inform the Learned and 
genious , o f fome Particulars of the prefent Defign :
Which i s ;

Firft, To prefent the Publick with fuch ftort as might *
otherwife be loft to Poferity, i f  * in fingle Sheets or Pam*
phlets.'

Secondly, To g ive the Extracts, for the mofl party o f  the 
Material, omitting the Preambles and Con and theufelefs

parts o f fuch Letters as Correfpondents pleafe to honour him 
with, relating to the Improvement o f Natural Ma~
thematicks, or Mechanic's.

T hirdly, To g ive  an exalt account of fuch Experiments, 
having been made before the Illuftrtous R o y a l  S o gi  e t Y,  

they Jhall pleafe to order or permit the Publication o f
Fourthly,.:
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The P R E F A C E .
Fourthly, To g i v e , as Opportunity offers, the or

Accounts o f  fuch Books, relating to the Ends the Royal So-
cietyV Inffitution, as the Authors pleaft^to^commumcMe
themfelves; which [hall he diffinguifhed or of ftrch 
as are with difficulty to he procured in England, 
ry in their kind; upon which there jball fometimes he added 
Remarks,

To this Undertaking the Puhlifher invites and defires all real 
Covers of Knowledge to contribute their Ajfifiance^ by 
eating their O h f e r v a t i o n s , Difcoveries, which
fball not only he faithfully and duly , with due Acknow­
ledgment; hut form Returns made them, hy Informations of what 
fhall he thought ac a p t able to the Gentlemen, who fu l l  think f i t  to 
entertain a Philofophical Correfpondence: Who are defined, in  
any T ra il or Difcourfe they fhall fo communicate, to omit all -  
fonal Reflexions; for i f  fuch fhould happen to he inferted, the 
Puhlifher jhall take the liberty of leaving them ou t; being his 
Opinion, that Difputeson Philofophical may he mana->
g e d  with the utmoft Candor, RefpeX and hy the
put ants, whofe only A im  ought to he the Search o f  .

The Gentlemen willing to encourage this Undertaking, are de- 
fired  to direX their Letters, To he left at the Royal SocietyV 
Houfe, in Crane-Court, inFleetftreet, London, fo r the Secre­
tary o f  the R O Y A L  S O C I E T Y .
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