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[J85]
Recherches Curicufes,

Curious tpis Antiquity, containedin divers Differ-

tations concerning W Releifs
faic-worhs, and Infcriptionsof the A
with agreat number of Brafs . By . Spon
Dr. of @ atLyons, i in quE

r i p He excellent Phyfitian and curious Traveller Dr.

I fhaving in his preface to thefe Refearches
] commended the prefent Age, from the good per-
formances of the Divines and Lawyers in their refpedive
faculties, and from the happy inventions in hisown Pro-
feffion, asthe Circulation of the blood, the Verne
Quinquina, and feveral others, and alfo from Philofophi-
cai difcoveries, fuch as the weight of the Air, and
force of burning Metdevices fol
defcenas fo the juft praife of our late Antiquaries, -

guien,Spanheim,Patin andVaillant,and hen affures us that
what he gives usin hisdiffertations, is altogether new, and
the happy advantages of his Travels.

The Frontifpeiee of the book, is contrived to repre-
fent divers forms of Antiquity, as the Triumphal Stru-
<fture at St. i Provence of the  order; a Fe-
male figure ofexquifiteDrapery in the fame place: Cornelia

Vallecillaz alarge Urn of white Marble wreathed with
Ivy and Vines, a Bird picking offthe Grapes. The No-
ble Pyramid at Viennain ph
would have erected as a Cenotaph in honor of

uduguflus.Next the Amphitheater of Titus at

which is alfo expreft in a coyn Severus in the
pofifeilion of Segnior Qenette.7. The Templ
Martialisfrom the Medal of 8 Minerva's
Temple at B of which Dr. Sponand his noble cor
panion Sir George Wtreat largely in the
Voyages. 9. A Roman Statue at 10. The 0-
helijc lately found at Bwhich is fully de

ther with Venuspf the fame city by Mr. Terrein. And
be-
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befidestliefe,a Roman Eagle, and a very elegant Chapter
©bferved in the ruins of Jaffus in Afia :

1. The firil dilfertation of Dr. Span, iJluftrates an An-
cient round-Buckler of maffive Silver, fil’'d put of the
flnone near Avignon itfyd.of 21 pound weight, and 20
inches French in Diameter, confecrated in memory of
the moil vertuous ScipioAfricanus his reltoring a fai
captive to Krince of Celtiberia, who had ef-
poufed her.

He upon this occasion reminds us of the Silver Buck-
ler of Algdweighing 138 pounds, taken by Lucius
Martins. The ten Silver Bucklers and one Golden of
lip bn of Baigwvhich adorned-the triumph of Titus
Quintius, The 12 Silver-guilt Bucklers dedicated in
theConfulate of Junius and . He alfo repre-
fents the forms of inch votive difques from feveral Coyns
of Aghs Tiberius and , thereby to
confirm his own opinion againft the ingenious Author
of Journal de @ tyho fupppfes it a Bafin.. This
Buckler is near a 1900 years old, now in the hands of
Mr. NdLyons, It is charged with Scipio half mantled
grafping his Pike; Babaian officers attending, with the
Bearded Spaniards, fuppJicating for the fair Virgin, (‘for
the Romans did wear no beards from the 474 year of the
city, till the Emperor Hadrian:) and alfo with the Spa--
nilh and Roman Arms.

2. The Emblematick~figures, , $
Sylvanus, expreft in old M work, 20 foot |
and 10 broad, found in the Vineyard -of Mr.
of Lyons,caule a large difcourfe, as concerning the

Afarota, or the Ancient B pavements of ¢
reprefenting the furniture orreliques ofa feaft, fo of the
Lithojlrata, opera tejfellata, &naking

up feveral figures of beafts and plants, by thecompadfure
of fmall divers coloured ftones or glafs.; Which;
artifices were called Mofaic, or Mufiva in SpartianiPe-
fcennio, not from Moles, but the Greek ***#andp” W :
or elle becaufe lelegant pieces are attributed to
the
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the Mufes. The rooms where the Literati conven’d be-
ing at firft lo adorned. Accordingly in the Church of
St. leng@t Lyonsis to be feen a pavement of
1000 years Antiquity, which exprefles Rhetorick, Logick
and'Ethics. The firft ofthefe pavements amdrigft the
Romans, was that ofthe Temple of Fortune, laid by
170 years before Cliriftsbirth. Afterwards the
mGeneral”, and particularly Julius ufed to carry with
him into the Army fuch pieces for the decoration'.oftheir
lodgings. Andof fuch the learned Dr. hath found
great plenty in gand in , and in
in fpecial he praifes, befides fome late imitations at the
Goblins In gthole in the
work inthe Monaftery of St. pemie at Pheins: defcrib-
ed by Berger: that of the Cathedral Church at , of
which fee énd the Mofaic guilt"of St. Marl(s
Venice, And then concludes with fome infcriptions to
Sylvanus, and others touching &
taria. .

3 Next follows his difcoiirfe on the Palmyrene Figures
and infcriptions, preferved at pome in Greek and Sy- '
riack. The former to this fenfe: To the honour of
bolus and Malachbelus, that isthe Sun and Moon accor-
ding to our Author, the Deities of hiscountry L, Aurelius
Heltodorusi fon of KfPalmyra or , de-
dicated this Marble, and a Statue of Silver, or Signum
with its ofnature, for the prefervation of himfelf, his
wife, and children, on the month Peritius for February)
in th  t(Seleucian)year 747. under the Emperor
40 years before Bthe valiant, learned, and k
ful Queen of the aforelaid  whole tir
Petite refers that Infcription in his explication of the
Syriack writing. Wherein he hath not fatisfied the curious
Mr. @ becaufe it is more then probable the Syriack
exprelfes the fame with the Greek. Aswe lee feveral Ro-
man Monuments bear the fame lenfe both in Greek and in
Latin. And Dr. fiye% us another Infcriptic
the figure of the Sun, and an Fagle~t his breaft, confe-

crated
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r crated by Claudiusfelix.Calbienfis in theLatine andPalmy--
‘ rene Languages. Then concludes with ftveral Marble de-

dications SOLI INTICTOMITHpyJE n®t before' publifht;
noting out of that the reprefented "
their Mithra by a plead Crown’d.
,4* The fourth diflertation explaiiieth the excellent
Monument atJ{?me of th zZFconcerning

their offering, for the profperity of the Emperor/?
fpafian and his (onFitus; a Bull to Jupiter :to Queen

no, ha & SalusaCow to each j and admires the
zeal of dhd hisPylians3noffering no lefs then 4
Oxen to pl

y. The marriage of Cupid and Is celebrated in
his fift difertation, taken from aGemme of Mr
garis, the work of . Where the foul,

winged like a Butterfiie (which is alfo “am ongft the
Greeks,) leads his vaild Bride, the emblem of the Paf-
fions, by an Indiffoluble chain on hisright hand, andf
aElambeau in the left. Then he gives us three or four-
Cuts more, where the departing foul, par levibus
volucrique Jimtilima fmis reprefented by aButterfiie
upon the wing: animadverting that in fome Roman Mo-
numents, Pfyche is made the Bride and embraced by
the mind by the brutal foul* of which &E-

piphanius Bif.

6The next Plate furnifhes us with divers Statues without
arms and heads,mounted upon fquarePillars cal
6 Termini, from the figures of With
thefe  Athensabounded, and to this day fhews fever-
al GreekCaptains, Poets and Philofophers in that forme.
In fpecial the Hermanubis with votapublica, in a Coyn of f

JuliaritheRmperor and Philofopher, is worth notice: be-
ing headed like a dog, and bearingin the right hand a Sif*
trum, inthe left &Caduceus, and on his fhoulders &Wvan-
tle.T o which fafhion Tertullian alludes in his jeftupon ~he
Senator ,Nuncguogue cumijijlrofaciemportare caninam. On
the reverie is the Jpofiate bearded as he lov’d, with a
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M o£uiupon hishead,as befitting the infeription, Deo Sera*
pidi, Likewife the figure of the Hernia themeiprare,though
thejiame be frequent. He ends his differtation with a re-

mark of Salmafus,that amongitthe Antients many

were of both Sexes. As Luna3$
Liber 3Libera ot Ceres: Aphre
thence Hermaphrodite yand in Latine Venus m
fiemina.

7. After he treats of the Egyptian 3
Hermarpocrates: with his fore finger on his mouth, fit-
ting fometimes upon an Eftrich,ct
tree, furrounded in lome gems with the Planets in form
of Birds moving in liquid an
partly Greek, partly Egyptian, according to the fancy
of the & of which lee Macarii To
thefe he fubjoynes Signa R and S
na quie erat omnia dea:and tells us that upon the
of Hudianple, he efpied the following infeription con-
cerning providence, PN ok

8 The Gmbaleof the Ancients were two hallow hemr
pheres of Brals or filver, ftruck one againft the other, ufed

molt in the dances of the Phrygian . Butthe

ta  and. Crotalawere like our : to which anfwer-
ed the Crupfiaand Bfor the fee
ourTimbrels, were a Syrian invention. The atrian-
gular Harp,the Lyra, one bounded with as com-
monly in the Statues of A,

fliape like a Racquet, eroded with three loofe wiresof
Brafs,proper to the ceremonies of .

9. The fquare houfe at BT fc
and a half broad, was not built for a Prcetorium, or a
Capitol or Council-houfe, as Poldo d’Albenas conceiv'd.
But by the front with its Tympanum, and by the number of
its Pillars, @n front, and on each fide n, appears to be
a Temple; not unlike that of Minerva and Thefeus at

Athens,the Porch or Pronaon being one third of the
whole length* The like isto be laid touching Notredame
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deUvie it Vienna in France, namely that it wasa Temple
of the Columnarcalled M mfnm . y

io. This diflertation comprifes the judgment_of the
excellent Mr. de
of  Tecla-,0f an ounce weight in Gold. and mic
la vivat Deo feo, as the Chriftian then did clinch.

11 There was found at Lyons four years agoe. a thumb
Kingbf Gold of one Memonnus, weighing Y,
dors®and a half. Which confirms what
that the Romans at length efteemed themfeives trom e
weight of their Gold rings: which were before *e honour
of Embaffadours only, the reftweanng Ir°#
Dr. refersusto Gorlem s DaBylotheca

tii,and the Inventorie of the famoas Pyr” ws “here

amongft others was aBrafs Ring bea»n| a” edal 0 f
/id» the Emperor, whofe reverfe was Ifit Farta.

«

The la. explains an elegant Medal of
Lady l<JiaDomna-, not Domtna, for Salmafms wM have
U a Syriack word. She isthus M i as m many Medah,
foina fair Xnfcription in the G«W

aybrought thither from W W . On the reverie, h
rious God of Wine, ina Charet tnumphs over the On
(which Severus alfo conquerd) drawn by aParQ' L*\
lards, and himfelfbearing a Leopards skin « >
a notin his right hand; coyndat Seleucia upon Palycad
ms. This chapter ends with a good Monument of Seve-
rus found near Sidonin Syria.

Pyrejc @ncerning *e m

]

AN
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ftefsalfoefnrefHnr AmS:DotunlikeMnert>a(as
diersaSnZfn ~ '?blh Latinand Greek>andSoul-
S 1 S,ne Of wh.ch holds baft in his

1J, I
dkorftiinnfrh  With £ \ right an horfe. without fad-

make the caRufe offeveral painsVi*iTidV
which the Scythians an/Romans werelfflidef with’

and ferved to thefe feverefenrpnr°c >
Ofthrfe heD SioS7 “ThSV

" 7 Fruml’teria>or Che reverfe

ie»» w . as £ "N “TE 2 2 i6,"'re” Viasi;

Altar. 1lhen for

liftup”™~~licr™the rnv,ioPnrfOitlSWith their hands
whereof we read / v C ~ allSthenl' IntheRimme
A LV kewlle

a Medal of the Jntonmes,

FlortZ°\tt"% IT T °{tHe £XCellent
I too from .k Spef acles were™ invented about the year

07 '-CatherijlaztPirl® 7 °f 2 Chronicle°f the convent
virmoMu. % U ' tiH | Frater4™anir deSpi.
chitfl1J I IS Quecn

altgu®pnme°fala* *ex*
"6 T'me%ntceww corééahilar

it.

volente And fro M

'A P rearab; e of atfeaufemade”
trudk cf/iuravau J *  di Pipo®o.
efcriverl”™ ~,anm nonarei valenradi letriere

J Vm/*n«**» W M * Otr
per
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\per commodita delli mwididlddqodel -
Ire. And alfo from a Sermon of Fryar Jordan de
that died a t placenta Arct which is quoted in the

Di6f10nary de la Crufca,\n the word Occhialei visfc  is not
20 years fince the Art of making Spedacles was found
out, which much mends the fight : and isindeed one of
the beft and moft neceflary inventions in the world.

Soone after 1305* NLrBernardGordo
cince thuscommends acertain Eye-falve:  eft
\ tutis, quod deerepitum faceret literas minutas
ocularibus. Anno 1$6$. Guide he Chirurgian, after
propofing feveral @ faith: If thefe or the like

| will notdo, you muft make ufe of Spedacles.

17 This renders an account to the moft illuftious
lo Maurofinii of Antoninus Pius his Brals Coyo, from his e
cabinet, prefenting the three Godeffes on mount lda>and
Mercury with the Shepherd Planding below, hay
on a Phrygian Gap, not unlike the Crown of
e

18 The Dij manes employ thisdiflertation, being ra-
ther a Roman then a Grecian fuperftition; whence the
Anthropomorpbites Dok their Haerefie.

19. The Brazen Urn of moft elegant Sclupture here

described , Dr. Spon gave to Mr. , and foil this
caufe treats at large of Aviaereby Y after
the Romans had-introduc’d from the falliion of

burning their dead ) both infedion was avoided, and
the alliesof their friends preferved in the family. They
likewife fometimes made ufe of Ajbeftos and :
fpun into thread for napkins, to preferve inthe midft of the v
flames the feperate and intire flhes of their relations.
Dr.  Gunebaultywho hath deferibed the Tomb of

nax, fawin a Venetian cabinet aquarter of antill’
of that Linnen. Such ftones are frequent enough in Ne«

- .. ,\£ V.o, -;Fff12
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gropont, Cypros, Tenoj,and other places, Yet
mans were not very careful to feparate the humane afhes
from thereft But put fometimes coals and all into the
Urn. TheUrns of King D
Trajan were of Gold, and that found of late under
the ftately Column that yet bears the name of

was of Silver, The Emperor was of Gold, or ac-
cording to Dio of Porphyries or of as Hero-
dian reports, which that Emperour provided before-
hand. Urns of glafs are frequent in the Cabinets of
the curious. The moft common are potters earth: and
| have feen great numbers of them at of Stone
and Metal, and of Marble. The Urnsare of all figures,
but ufually round and bellyed : thole of Metal are gene-
rally are embelliftit with Sculpture and Bafereleifs. Mr.
' Dafour hath received two from Pot-earth be-
fet with Hieroglyphicks, and fill’'d with Mummie: which is
rare enough from that place where embalming was of
general ufe. Thefe Urns for perfons of quallity were
either fetunder Marble Monuments, or elfe in the niches
of Sepulchral Vaults. Such as that at fuppofed
to be the Charnal of the Antonine family. Not far
from Droll,at the opening of an Hillock or Burrough,
which there are two or three thereabouts ) under auheap
of loofe Hones were found feveral Earthen and Glals
Urns full of afhes; and alfomany fmall links of Gold,
fuppofedto be the reliques of the antien

The 20.isthe Monument of the noble Pontius fon of
lldefonfus at Neimes, Anno Dom. 1203.

The one and twentieth is a Female head of brafs big-
ger then the life, bearinga tower: which was dug out of
OMr. Berriers houfe near St. Eujiacbe at fiuppofed
to be tj (isthe Titular Goddefs of the City, whofe :
cioiit Arms was accordingly a Ship. For i was Prefi-
dent of the Sea. And when Childebert built the Abby


http://rstl.royalsocietypublishing.org/

Downloaded from http://rstl.royalsocietypublishing.org/ on July 19, 2018

&, St . Ganamnear the place where Jfif Temple flood,

he puther Idol in ahole oftheWail, which remaiad till

if 14. Whence in the oldCharter the Abby is iaid to be
founded, inurbe Pariftaca prope mures civitatis in
qua afpeftat ad fifcum Ifiacenfem. So that' the Do&or
would have farts come from » As Eutetia or Lu-
cotetia from LuBes. Then follows a very learned dif-
conde of the excellent Mr. concerning a fane

Coy LlofPylamenes Eucrgeta, King of and a

friend to the Romans,,impreft with an . Both
which he refers to Ifis: becaufe the Paphlagomans canje
originally from Egypt. PyUmenes bhe time ofr
Hamer the ufual name of the Kings of that Country.

As Ariarathes of the Cappadocians7 defaces of the -

thians, Abgarusof the Ojrboentansi of the

Pontics, and Sylvius for jlba . and , an

Epithets muchaffe&ed by the Kings of Egypt,. Syria,&nd
Afia, both greater and lefferj like as Orofanges among ft

the Perfans, with which Arhonoured
cat.

21. This expoundsa large Inferiptionin the Palace
lejirine at fame, of acertain Hofpitable Colledge, inftitu-
*ted and endowed in the Temple of Efiulapius, by Sal-
via Marcelltna, Anno Homn. 134. full fraught with fubjeas.
of Antiquity and Chronology. And alfo a large Mo-
nument at mooli, of the Colledge of the Dendrofhon,
or Woodmoitrersftyld Fabri Dendtn a Roman |
Icription. Such were the Carpenters or TrBones con-
demn’d by the Theodojian Coce *though Snlmajins makes,
them a fuperftitious Convention.

From the 24 diflertation we learn the ufe of ancient
Medals, Pidtures and Statues, (of which larro,J. wfar,
aud Alex. Severus were great Collectorsj asto other Stu-

dies, foefpe,daily to Fhjfipgnomy. Nature liavw®
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printed in the countenance certain Airs and conformati-
ons, which diicover the grand inclinations of the mind.
In this Art the famous Campanella was a great matter
as Mr. Chonrer relates in the life of Boifet. Hence Nt-
citts Erythrxus tells us, that B. Stephanius the Poet had
the fame features with the Statues of Virgil. .Others ob-
ferve, that Numa Pompilius and Antoninus Pius refembled
each other in face and manners. And that the Chancel-
lor Hofpitaliusagreat Philofopher, was like the figure of
Ariflotle. The face of Alexander M upon his Coyns his eyes
let high and great, with his chin thruft out, fpeak him
haughty, earneft, and couragious, as Plutarch remark'd
from the Phyljognomifts. The frizld hair of Pomfiey
and hisforward countenance, lhewhisftoutnefsand am-’
bition. The temperament and difpofition of  Cxfar
is read in his Coynes, as diverfe haveobferved, and at
length Dr. Andreas out of ArgolL Marc. Antoninus his
double chm 1lhews his love of pleafure. The Airof King
Juba argues him cruel and arrogant. The good features of
Auaujtus declare an excellent mind, a mixture of fweet-
nels and prudence and courage. The little eyes of Nero
his thick neck, his throat and chin conjoyn'd, were no’
good figns to the Romans: and the ftature of Maximi-
nusand narrow chin befpake his cruelty. #

if. Here Mr.Labrunepves at large the [{abbines fenti-
ments concerning the miraculous Rod of fyna*
tba n Bentirelyand the Author of with others a-*
icnbe the wonders done by the Lawgiver unto the name

ot God ingraved upon that Staffs to omit here the fable
or an ancient Medras./

, T; The Cyiicens noted for dancing, have left a Me-
dal in honor of Anton. Caraca with

Rope-dancing. Afport very ancient both among the
Greeks™ and Latines, as Terence,

nd others teftifie. Nay Elephants, the greateft and
molt
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I;n” ia thisdifcourfe Dr. Spanvindicates his own orofef

N o H 1
t [Jytfbe kno(\:/vn gfteel?n Elth rﬁ&okrrg%l ity and Ghrhfkt
fremd and Phyfitian of Jumjtus. So ofDio/corides citizen

’7S£ &*Sall
af¥\jjsisr

opinion of Kobertclhs and Ferretus.  h *  “rthe

whole hc» i9vrh fAWth f fair 7 emPlexto>», or
s« £ N r? far !>

S e 13 ; e , n
& “ w htrTM *d “ ; Mited” 'leo b :«85'5 '
moft'anc”em?nH,n*atG" W ,f ar «prefentsin

at the birth of »d eéegant Sculpture Nymphs attending
the Dr crv A acd’with " /® QBW, Next

other mvftpriJ ,, i 7elatmg to the Baskets, Ser[?)’er‘i{s,2 aad

homeJ 2 f “ “d*d* ’ithold “ »

4 S 4°iM?N « N “forf > -
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The »i. concerning the falfe prophet Alexander in

cian,which dialogue he exPIai S, _ °ngJ
where altothe"meofj*anda

feroent in one with a head of a-man, and the other with

thit of a Dog,"' ftamp'd under Antoninus and
under Lucius Verus, when the Pdpblagontan impofter

livid  Now the Serpents were the Arms as wellofthe
citv'Aonoteichos, A of the God EJcuUpcus™Outa,

yirph as alto diverfe Medals do evidence. Tbs inge-
nious and learned Author concludes hisbookwith tome

rare Coyns of Jj/***"**A

OXFORD,

Printed at the THEATE.and are to be fold by Mofes
at the Angel. and Samuel Smith at the Princes Arms
in St Pauls Church-yard London. idS3.
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